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MAL. II. 7. 


For the Prieſts Lips ſhould keep Knowledge, and 
They ſhould ſeek the Law at His Month, for 
He is the Meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts. 


one HE Prophet in this Place opens to the 
þ e 7ews a Proſpect of the Rande Felicity 
ere and Perfection of the Church, and pla- 
ces Both of them in the Learning and 
Attainments of the Prieſt, and the E- 
ſteem and Attention of the People. He 
joyns theſe two Inſtances, which naturally go together, 
and mutually promote each other. The Prieſt's Know- 
ledge muſt excite ſome Reverence in the People; and 
on the other Side their Eſteem for him muſt encourage 
his diligent Searches and Labours. But how great ſoe- 
ver theſe Bleſſings may be, when together, they are 
ſcarce ſo when aſunder. In vain do he Prięſt's Lips 
keep Knowledge, when the Law is not ſought at his 
Mouth; and in vain. doth the People ſeek Inſtruction 
from him, who for want of Knowledge is incapable of 
B giving 
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giving it, When either of theſe is wanting, when the 
Capacity of Teachers is not encourag'd by Attention, 
nor the Reſpect to them ſupported by Knowledge, when 
either Ignorance or blind Submiſſion is predominant, 
Infidelity or Superſtition, two moſt terrible Extreams, 
becomes the Conſequence. 

Few of the facred Writers have been ſo clear and 
plain, as this Prophet, in expoſing the Faults both of 
Prieſts and People; he blames the one for not know- 
ing the proper Sacrifices, which requir'd ſome skill, 
and for being alſo indifferent whether they were ſo or 
no: And he at the ſame Time accuſes the other of pre- 
ferring Gain to Godlineſs, and grudging the Expence 
requir'd for the Honour of God and the Support of 
his Miniſters. The Prophet like a faithful Meſſenger 
of the Lord of Hoſts, concern'd for the Honour of Hea- 
ven and his Country, mixes his Reproofs with b Pre- 
dictions, and ſets before both Clergy and Laity, the 
Defects of their Conduct, and the Proſpect of their 
Happineſs. What is here ſaid of the Jeus, is in a true 
and proper Senſe applicable to Chriſtians; and happy 
ſhould we of this Church be both in civil and reli- 
gious Views, if we were as much Sharers in theſe Pre- 
dictions of the Prophet, as we are in his Reproofs ; and 
could ſay, that this Scripture is this Day fulfill'd in our 
Ears, the Prieſt's Lips keep Knowledge, and they ſeek 
the Law at his Mouth, &c. 

The Prieſts among the Fews were oblig'd to have a com- 
petent Knowledge of the whole Law, in order todiſcharge 
their Duty faithfully and uſefully. Their Office requir'd 
them to be converſant in the Cuſtoms and Ceremonies 
that regarded their own Adminiſtrations, and likewiſe in 

the ſeveral Obligations of the People in Reſpect of Religi- 


a Philo. lib. de Sacrif. b The Words according to the Original He- 
brew ſhould be tranſlated in the future Tenſe, the Prieſt's Lips hu keep 
Knowledge, Sc. | 
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on. Their Province extended to the judicial as well as Ce- 
remonial Part of the Law, of which they were the Inter- 
preters and Judges in Matters of higheſt Difficulty, and 
a ſevere Puniſhment was denounc'd againſt thoſe who Deut. xvi; 
refus'd to ſubmit to their Sentence. Sacrificing was not 9. &. 
their only Employment: But beſides theſe, they were to 
teach Jacob God's Fudgments, and Iſrael s Law. It Deut. 
was almoſt a Proverb in Mael, that. the Prieſts were xxxiii. 10. 
knowing, as appears from Feremiab, the Law ſhall not 1 
periſh from the Prieſt, nor Counſel from the Wiſe; and xvii. 18. 
the Want of Knowledge was therefore adjudg'd a For- 
feiture of their ſacred Character; becauſe thou haſt re- 
jected Knowledge, I will alſo reject thee, that thou ſhalt 
be no Prieſt unto me. But as this was their Duty, ſo 
was it their general Practice, if we may belieye * a lear- 
ned Author, who tells us, that the Prieſts of his Nation 
made a cloſe Application to the Study of the Law, and 
to every thing that could contribute to form their Minds 
and Manners. They had the Inſpection of all that paſi'd, 
were Tudges of difficult Caſes, and directed the Puniſh- 
ment of Offenders againſt their Law. 80 difficult and 
important Employments requir'd extenſive Capacities, 
great Application, and a tolerable Proficiency even in 
human Learning, and were therefore rewarded by large 
Emoluments. Nevertheleſs the Chriſtian Clergy are 
under the ſame, if not greater Obligations of this kind 
than the Jeuiſb; the faithful and able Diſcharge of 
their Miniſtry requires a ſtill larger Share of Talents 
and Application, Their Knowledge is more extenſive 
in its Subject, more ſublime in its Views, and, I may 
truly add, both more honourable to themſelves, and 
more beneficial to Mankind. Ignorance is as much a 
Crime under the Goſpel, as ever it was under the Law, 


Hol. iv. 6.- 
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and utterly diſables them from executing the ſacred 
_ Commiſſion either to the Glory of God, or the Good 
of Mankind. | 

I need not be long in obſerving the Connexion be- 
tween the Subject I have choſe to ſpeak of, and the Oc- 
caſion of this meeting. The Extent and Importance of 
that Knowledge, which 1s gain'd by the Labours and 
kept by the Lips of Prieſts, muſt, and doubtleſs do re- 
commend their Sons and Daughters to your Compaſ- 
ſion. Your Bounty being given to them in the Name 
of a Diſciple, whether great or little wi not loſe its 
Reward, It is not ſo much beſtow'd upon them only, 
helpleſs and Orphans as they are, as upon the Word 
which they preach'd, and the Maſter whom they ſerv'd 
and repreſented. Both Policy and Religion plead 
ſtrongly for the Promotion of this good Work, ſince 
by it you ſee the happy Effects of your wiſe Liberality 
in this World, and will reap the Rewards of it in a 
eee 

In Proſecution of this Subject, I ſhall Fr conſider 
the Knowledge that is here ſaid to be kept by the Lips of 
the Prieſt. Secondly, The Method of its Conveyance, 
They fhall ſeek the Law at his Mouth, and Thirdly, the 
Character given of thoſe who convey it, that they are 
the Meſſengers of the Lord of Hoſts. 
Fir, Let us conſider what is meant by the Know- 
ledge ſaid to be kept by the Lips of the Prieſt. 

By this, is meant that ſupernatural Knowledge of the 
divine Will, which we have by the Bleſſing of Revelation. 
In Reſpect of the Fewiſb Diſpenſation, this Knowledge 
contains the Statutes, Ordinances and Fudgments, that 
God commanded his People. But in the Evangelical 
Senſe it denotes that more exalted and excellent Know- 
ledge of which Chriſt Jeſus is both the Subject and Tea- 
cher. When St. Paul wiſhes and intreats his Flocks to 


abound in Knowledge more and more, and St. Peter w 
SOT” e viſes 
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viſes to add to Vertue Knowledge, it is in this Senſe zEph.i. 5. 
that the Apoſtles muſt be underſtood. 

The Commiſſion then of the Chriſtian Clergy is Spi- 
ritual, and the Tendency and Deſign of it Heavenly ; 
they are to declare and enforce that great Myſtery, in 
which are all the hidden Treaſures of Wiſdom and Know- 
ledge. Their Powers and their Labours are limited to 
the Miniſtry of Reconciliation ; but when they go be- 
yond that, they forget both their Commiſſion and Cha- 
racter, and act not as Minifters of Chriſt, and Steu- 
ards of: the Myſteries of God. Our blefled Lord when 
on Earth refus'd to be a Fudge or Divider, and nei- Luk. xi. 
ther alter'd nor interfer'd with the civil Rights of 14 
Mankind. Thoſe who pretend from the New Teſta- 
ment, either to enlarge or limit Sovereignty, render- 
ing to'Cz/ar more than is his due, or robbing him of 
what is juſtly ſo; who encourage Subjects to be Rebels, or 
Governors to be Tyrants, act not up to the Character of 
Meſſengers of the Lord of Hoſts. Tho the Jeuiſb Prieſts 
had a Right to judge in ſome Civil Caſes, the Chriſtian 
Commiſſion makes no ſuch Claim, but is wholly confin'd 
to Things pertaining to God. Their Authority is deriv'd 
from, and directed to a Kingdom that is not of this 
World, and their whole Employment, and that truly 
Employment enough, is by the Search and Interpreta- 
tion of Holy Scriptures, to make themſelves and others 
Wiſe unto Salvation. 

t is in reſpect then of the Knowledge of God's reveal'd 
Will, that the wiſe Man obſerves, that the Soul be with- Prov. xix 
out Knowledge, it is not good. The greateſt Part of other . 
Searches purſue empty, or unprofitable Speculations, and 
are often the Marks of a Gentile and Splendid Leiſure. 
They have no practical View or Tendency, and tho' they 
may fill the Head, they never guide or reach the Heart. 
But this more excellent Knowledge of Chrift Feſus, far 
11. human Attainments and Speculations, 3 
I all 
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and exalts our Affections; when well apply'd, it becomes, 
in ſome Sort, an Anticipation of the Perfections and Joys 
of the next Life, and affords a Part of our Reward even 
in Hand. All the Deductions of Chriſtian Knowledge, 
have generally a practical Tendency, and are well fitted 
to excite in us the proper Motions of religious Fear, 
Hope, and Love. What we are inform'd in the ſacred 
Writings, relating to our ſelves, the Divine Being, and 
to that Glory which ſhall hereafter be revealed, muſt 
naturally and neceſſarily improve in every attentive Ob- 
ſerver, that Holineſs and Purity, by which we only 
can ſee God: The Perfection of a Chriſtian is the Reſult 
of his Knowledge, and he muſt believe and know what 
his Saviour hath taught, in order to perform the Duty 
which he hath requir'd. He cannot poſſibly go on to 
Perfection, without knowing Chriſt and the Fellowſhip. 
of. his Sufferings, and the Power of his Reſurrection. 
This Connexion thererefore, between the Faith and 
Practice, the Principles and Duties of the Goſpel, ſhews 
evidently the Reaſon, why we are requir'd to add to our 
Virtue Knowledge, and to abound init more and more. 

But farther, the Principles of Chriſtian Doctrine, as 
ſuch have an Influence upon publick as well as pri- 
vate Life, and promote as much the outward as inward 
Peace and Tranquillity of Mankind. It is as much the 
Intereſt, as the Duty of civil Governors, to preſerve the 
Profeſſion, and encourage the Senſe of Chriſtian Revela- 
tion ; and they ſecure both their own and their Peoples 
Happineſs the more effectually, by promoting the Ho- 
nour and Worſhip of the King of Kings. If moral Righ- 
teouſneſs upon Principles of natural Reaſon, doth ſo con- 
feſſedly exalt a Nation, how much more ſo the Improve- 
ment of ſuch Morality by the Goſpel ? The Love of 
God in our Redemption, muſt render the Love of Man 
to each other, both more extenſive and more Perfect. 
The ſerious Senſe of ſo much Compaſſion to * 
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will excite ſome Diſpoſition to it in themſelves, and will 
ſoon ſoften thoſe Paſſions of Deſire and Revenge, that 
are the Seeds of publick Diſorder. It is worthy of Ob- 
ſervation, that the more improv'd Men are in ſpiritual 
Perfections, the more inclin'd are they to promote the 
Practice of ſocial Virtues: Hatred, Strife, and Conten- 
tion, betray not only an Ignorance of, but a Defection 
from Chriſtianity. For can Men be ſuppos'd to give in 
to unruly and violent Paſſions, who both profeſs and 
endeavour with an extenſive Benevolence, to rejoice with 
them that do rejoice, and mourn with them that weep, to 
divide the Griefs and double the Joys of their Brethren ? 
Who can be more likely to promote outward Peace and 
Order, than thoſe who have ſet before them the Doctrine 
and Example of a dying Redeemer, and are taught by 
Both 10 bleſs them that curſe, and to overcome Evil with 
Good ? Can they conſiſtently run into Acts of Violence 
and Injuſtice, who are not allow'd upon Provocation to 
return one, and can ſuch be wanting in Juſtice, who are 
oblig'd to abound in Mercy, Loving-kindneſs and Cha- 
rity ? Chriſtianity therefore conſider d as diſtin& from 
Morality, is a Friend to civil Government, and deſerves 
its Support and Countenance; the proper Influence of it 
would effectually cure our Evils, and heal our Breaches, 
and whilſt it provides for the Happineſs of a Life to come, 
would ſecure the Peace, Order, and Quiet of This. 

Suffer me to mention one Character more of the Know- 
ledge kept by our Lips, and that is, that it is ſuited to all 
Sorts of Perſons. The Principles of Chriſtian Doctrine, 
ſo far as they are practical, are obvious to the loweſt 
Sort of Capacities. I thank thee, faith our bleſſed Lord 
to his Father, that thou haſt hid theſe things from the 
Wiſe and Prudent, and revealed them to Babes; and 


we are taught by St. Paul, that God had choſen the fo0- * nk 
liſh Things of the World, to confound the Wiſe, Mora- 1 Cor. i. 


lity before the Revelation of the Goſpel, was treated? 
too 
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too much like an Art or Science to be very extenſively 
uſeful, The Mritings upon that Subject, if they had 
been more perfect, (tho' they were far from being ſo) 
were only calculated for Perſons of Fortune, Leiſure 
and Learning. Men of few Talents and buſy Life (and 
ſuch is the greater Part of Mankind) could receive lit- 
tle Improvement from ſuch Inſtructions. 

But by the extenſive Mercy and plain Inſtructions of 
our holy Faith, the Poor have the Goſpel preached unto 
them. No Reach of Capacity, or great Attainments in 
Learning are needful to make Men capable of being af- 
feed with the Love of God: in Chriſt Jeſus. Negli- 
gence and Inattention rather than any Want of Talents, 
renders them inſenſible of that Mercy, whereby God 
was in Chriſt reconciling the World to himſelf. That 
Love of God which paſſeth all Underſtanding is quali- 
fy'd to affect and inflame the moſt vulgar Breaſt, and 
honeſt Minds may be eafily taught the juſt Returns of 
Gratitude, Zeal and Love on their part. To conclude, 
it is the Will of our Heavenly Father, and his Diſpen- 
fation of the Goſpel is ſuitable to that Will, that Al 
may be ſav'd, and come to the Knowledge of the Truth. 
High and Low, Rich and Poor, are equally capable of 


knowing and being affected with the Condeſcenſion of 


the Son of God in taking upon him our Nature, All 


the practical Deductions from this great Myſtery of 


Godlineſs, are qualify'd to move and influence every 
Rank and Degree of Life; they are ſuch as thoſe of the 
loweſt Condition may improve by, and thoſe of a 
higher Station and Capacity cannot enough reverence 
and admire. . - 
Let us now in the Second Place enquire in what Man- 
ner, and by what Means this Knowledge is to be con- 
vey d, and that is, by ſeeking the Law at his Mouth. 


Back xliv. It was not the Office of the High Prieſt only, but of 
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the whole Order of Prieſts, to teach the People the Dif- 
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ference between the Holy and Prophane, and cauſe them 
to diſcern between the Clean and the Unclean. It is for 
the Temporal, as well as Spiritual Good of Mankind, 
that a Knowledge ſo beneficial in both Reſpects, ſhould 
be propagated in the World, and' the Clergy by eſpecial 
and divine Appointment, are made the Miniſters and 
Stewards of ſuch Propagation. As among God's Peo- 
ple, a Race of Men was ſet apart to reach Jacob God's 
Judgments, and Iſrael his Law, the Reaſon for it being 
{till the ſame, or ſtronger, the ſame Rule hath been 
obſerved under the Goſpel. From the firſt Inſtitution 
of our holy Faith, an holy Order of Men was ſolemnly 
appointed to preach and defend the Myſtery that is at- 
ter Godlineſs, and by ſound Speech that cannot be con- 
demn'd, both to inſtruct the Ignorant, and ſtop the 
Mouths of Gainſayers. The Rules and Motives of 
Chriſtian Faith would not have their due Weight, 
without the Benefit of frequent and ſeaſonable Inſtructi- 
ons. 'The Holy Scriptures are the Fountains of both, 
but the Well is in many Places too deep to be drawn by 
Men of low Capacities, or buſy Station. The genera- 
lity of Mankind needs our Inſtructions, join'd to 
the Grace of God, to enable them to read, mark, 
learn, and inwardly digeſt what was aforetime writ- 
ten for their Learning As in the Writings of St. 
Paul, ſo in other Parts of facred Writ; there are man 


Things dark and hard to be underſtood, which the un- 2 Pet. iii. 


learned, without ſome Direction, may, and too often do, '* 
wreſt to their own Deſtruction. Tho' the Church of 
Rome 1s highly blameable for locking up the Scriptures, 
there is perhaps another fatal and dangerous Ex- 
tream, in thinking every the loweſt Mechanic able and 
fit to explain them. They who have the leaſt Reaſon 
to call the ſacred Writings eaſy and obvious, are the 
forwardeſt to do it, and it is certain, that none are ge- 
nerally more able to explain dark and difficult Paſſages, 


C than 
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than thoſe who are the readieſt to own them. The par- 
ticular Obſcurity of the original Language, the different 
Rites and Manners of the Eaſt, and the Defects of ſome 
Parts of Hiſtory, to which Alluſion is there frequently 
made, are enough to employ the Searches, and morti- 
fy the Pride of Men of the greateſt Leiſure, and moſt 
improv'd Talents. 

But ſuppoſing the Scriptures never fo plain and eaſy. 
Many, nevertheleſs, itil] need to be frequently remind- 
ed of what they have read there. Ignorance 1s not the 
only Cauſe of the Irregularity of Practice, or of the ill 
State of the Affections. Perſons of good Education, and 
ſuperiour Underſtandings may improve by our Mini- 
{trations : they may have ſound Heads but cold Hearts, 
and may need to be reminded of the Duty which they 
already know. Daily Practice inſenſibly wears out the 
Impreſſions of Religion, and there is little met with in 


common Life, that tends not rather to abate, than im- 


Acts xx1v- 


25. 


prove the Sentiments of Piety. The Principles of Chri- 
{tian Doctrine, being not diſcoverable by Human Rea- 
ſon, do not for that Reaſon ſo readily offer themſelves 
to our Minds. But they are not only diſtant from us, 
but in ſome Reſpects quite diſagreeable. They ſet be- 
fore the unreform'd Soul, a Proſpect both of its Danger 
and Imperfection, which it would more naturally ſhun 
than ſeek, Such Suggeſtions are as unwelcome and un- 
ſeaſonable, as St. Paul's reaſoning upon Righteouſneſs, 
was to the corrupt Governor, and are adjourn'd the 
Hearing to a more diſtant and convenzent Seaſon, Our 
Admonitions therefore are neceſſary to cure and re- 
move the Indolence and Reluctance of Nature, tho' 
the Misfortune is, that they who moſt need, are 
leaſt willing to hear and profit by them. Moſt cer- 
tainly, the Benefits of Chriſtian Inſtruction, are nor 
valu'd generally ſo much as they deſerve, but would 
ſoon be better underſtood, and more highly priz'd Re 
their 
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their Diſcontinuance. Barbarity and Miſery, * Licence 
and Diſorder, would immediately cover the Face of the 
Earth, and the Want of this Knoledge kept by the Lips 
of the Prieſts, would ſoon appear to be one of the ſe- 
vereſt of God's Judgments upon a ſinful Nation. 

If it be thought, that this Truſt is of too great Im- 
portance to be entruſted to a Mortal of like Paſſions 
and Infirmities, with thoſe whom he is to inſtru; 
let it be obſerv'd, that if the Clergy were not frail Men 
like others, their Inſtructions would not be attended 
with ſo much Weight and Authority, If Beings of a 
ſuperior Order had been ſent to reprove, exhort and 
admoniſh, they would probably have had the leſs In- 
fluence for their Superiority. Every Precept from their 
Mouths would appear the more harſh and grievous, 
ſuited only to Perſons of a higher State of Perfection, 


and proceeding from ſuch as had no feeling or Com- 


paſſion for Infirmities. We have this T reaſure in Earthen 


LI 


Veſſels, and it is appointed that we ſhould do ſo, and , Cor. iv. 


the divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs are abundantly juſti- 7. 


fy'd in the Appointment. 

But farther, this Knowledge is to be convey'd not on- 
ly by Inſtruction to Believers, but by Anſwers to thoſe 
who are not ſo. The Honour of Religion and the Intereſt 
of the Flocks committed to our Charge, call upon us not 


only to explain, but to contend earneſtly both with In- Jude 3. 


fidelity and Hereſy, for the Faith once deliver'd to the 


Saints. The true Shepherd is not only to find Paſture 


for his Flock, but to guard againſt Wolves, who are at 
all Seaſons ready and watchful to rob and devour it. In 
vain 1s Knowledge kept by the Lips of the Prieſt, if it 
be not ſometimes employ'd in vindicating the Eviden- 


ces and Motives of Believing, fo that he that is of the Tit. ii. 8. 


contrary Part may be aſhamed. 
We of this Nation, in the Conteſts for Chriſtianity, 
have with ſenſible Experience obſery'd the Corruption 
C 2 and 
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and Defection foretold of in the latter Age, and the 
Zeal we read of in the firſt. But this Oppoſition from In- 
fidelity, by a Providence that br:ngs Goodout of Evil, hath 
perhaps tended to eſtabliſh that Religion which it would 
deſtroy; nor hath the Honour of our Redeemer been more 
violently attack'd than it hath been fucceſsfully defended. 
The ſame learned Labours that have /?op'd the Mouths of 
Gain-/ayers, have at the ſame time enabled Believers to 
give Account of the Hope that is in them; and their 
Faith being not founded upon Education, but upon a 
reaſonable Conviction, muſt produce a more regular 
Practice and more fervent Piety. In theſe noble Con- 
teſts the Clergy have ever had the greateſt Share; their 
Knowledge more than any other human Aſſiſtance, 
hath effectually ſerv'd hitherto to put to Silence the Ig- 
norance of Fooliſh Men. We have at this Day Inſtan- 
ces of ſome living Prelates, who by learned Defences 
have adorn'd both their Faith and their Function, and 
have ſhewn as much Superiority over their Adverſaries 
in Skill and Knowledge, as in the Goodneſs of the Cauſe 
which they defended. 

Suffer me only to obſerve in ſhort upon this Subject, 
that the Chriſtian Clergy conſider'd in either Light, ei- 
ther as explaining the Faith to Believers, or as defend- 
ing it againſt Infidels, ſtand in need of that Miſdom that 
cometh by Opportunity of Leiſure. They muſt have a 
large Share of Knowledge, in order to impart it {kill- 
fully to others. The Jeuiſb Prieſts deliver d the Law 
at leſs Expence, and with a narrower Compaſs of Lear- 
ning, than the Chriſtian can preach their Goſpel. The 
holy Scriptures being originally wrote in their Mother- 
Tongue requir'd not- any other Language to explain 
them. They had no Cuſtoms but thoſe of their own 


Nation, in which they were daily converſant, to ſearch 


or look into, The Law being more indulgent to hu- 
| man 
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man Weakneſs and Paſſions than the Goſpel, had lets 
Oppoſition from Nature, and conſequently leſs needed 
all the Arts of Reaſoning and Rhetorick to ſupport it. 
Their Conteſts with Unbelievers were very few, if any, 
ſince every Blaſphemy againſt' God, or Contradiction to 
the Law, in a Perſon of that Nation, was deem'd a 
Crime againſt the State, and therefore ſeverely puniſh'd. 
But this is in no reſpeC the Caſe of the Chriſtian Clergy ; 
the faithful Diſcharge of their Function, requires thoſe 
Talents, which, riext to God's Grace, are only to be 
attain'd to, by Capacity, Leiſure, and laborious Sear- 
ches. The Knowledge of Languages, Cuſtoms and 
Hiſtory, 1s abſolutely neceſſary to them in the uſeful 
explaining the holy Scriptures both of the Old Teſta- 
ment and New. They are to preach a Goſpel affront- 
ing to the Underſtandings, and diſagreeable to the cor- 
rupt.Inclinations of Mankind, and have therefore need 
of the utmoſt Art and Skill to ſupport the Intereſt of 
Religion againſt the Pride and Defires of Nature. In 
ſhort, there are few Parts of Learning that have not 
their viſible Uſe either in interpreting or defending our 
Holy Faith, and thoſe facred Oracles in which it was 
deliver'd. The ſpiritual Character would become con- 
temptible, without ſome Share of human Abilities and 
Improvements; and St. Paul appear'd with greater Ad- 
- vantage the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, for being ſo con- 


verſant, as his Epiſtles ſhew him to be, in the Tradi- 


tions of the Fathers, and the Knowledge of the Greek 
Learning. We may borrow out of the Writings even 
of Infidels, ſome of the Armour and Weapons whereby 
to annoy them and defend our ſelves; and if we would 
enrich the Sanctuary, we muſt in part do ſo, out of the 
Spoils of the Agyprians. 


The Third and laſt Thing to be conſider'd, is the 
Character here given of him whoſe Lips keep Know- 
4 led Fo 
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ledge, and at whoſe Mouth they ſeek the Law, He is 
the Meſſenger or Angel of the Lord of Hofs. His 
Power and Right to inſtruct others, are founded not 
only in Capacity but a divine Commiſſion, and he 
acts by the Appointment, and in the Name of the Al- 
mighty. | 

Angels, in the Opinion of the Fews, more eſpecially 
after the Captivity, were accounted the Inſtruments of 
almoſt all the divine Bleflings; they were thought to 
lanctify and aſſiſt the Miniſtrations of Man, and to re- 
veal and declare the gracious Purpoſes of God. The 
Name of Angel therefore given in the Text to the 
Prieſt, denotes an Office of Beneficence and Authority, 
and demands the Returns of Eſteem and Attention. It 
teems as tho' this Appellation of the High Prieſt was 
common amongſt the Jes, fince it was not unknown 
to the Heathen Writers. We have an evident Propf of 
this from a famous Greek * Hiſtorian, who deſcribing 
m a very remarkable Manner the Policy and Conſtitu- 
tion of the Jew:/h State, adds, that they call'd one their 
High Prieſt, whom they believe to be the Meſſenger of 
the Divine Commands to them. Upon which Account 
probably, the Biſhops of the ſeven Churches of Aſia 
were call'd Angels by St. John in the Revelations. 

Doubtleſs, what is ſaid in this Place of the Few:/b 
Prieſts, is as true, or perhaps more fo of the Chriſtian. 
The Miniſtrations of theſe are more Sacred, more Sub- 
lime, and more Important ; they tranſact a higher Co- 
venant, preach a more perfect and heavenly Word, and 
muſt have therefore, as they really have, a more exalted 
and extenſive Juriſdiction. It is ſurprizing that ſome 
ſhould be ſo much more diſpos'd to allow the Ne- 


2 Diod. Sicul. ap1d Phot. Cod. 244. 18701 Tcoraloed yon Eg, x 
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ceſſity and Authority of a divine Miſſion under the Law, 

than under the Goſpel, ſince the Reaſon is as ſtrong, if 

not ſtronger, under the latter. The Grace of Hearing 

and Improving, being not the Claim of Mortals by na- 

tural Light, is diſpens'd upon ſuch Conditions, and in 

that Method as God himſelf, the giver of all Grace, 

hath appointed. Learning and Probity, tho' two excel- 

lent and neceffary Qualifications to a Teacher, yet do 

not make him ſo without proper Powers. Tho' hzs 

Lips may keep Knowledge, and are likewiſe well quali- 

fy'd to declare it, yet theſe Abilities alone, will not 
make him an Angel or Meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts, 

if not duly authoriz'd. It is therefore as much a Rule 

of the Evangelical Diſpenſation, as it was of the Mo- 

ſaick, and was ſo accounted and pronounc'd by St. Paul, 

How ſhall they preach except they are ſent ? and, no Man pom. x. 
taketh this Honour to himſelf, but he that is called of 17. 
God as was Aaron. For can we ſuppoſe, that when Heb. v + 
our Lord ſent his Apoſtles, as his Father ſent Him, that 

he did not enable them to tranſmit the like Power to 
faithful Men, who ſhould be able to teach others alſo ? Tin. ii. 
Could he promiſe to be with them to the End of the 1 
World, and yet leave their Succeſſors diveſted of the 20. 
Bleſſings of his Spirit, and the Exerciſe of his Power ? 
Could he eſtabliſh a laſting Society, upon ſo ſhortliv'd 
Rules; and were his Miniſters and the Stewards of bis 
Myſteries, confin'd to the firſt Age only? St. Paul by the 

Rules he lays down to Timothy, ſuppoſes, rather than 
proves the Neceſſity of a Miſſion, as a Principle well 
underſtood, and generally receiv'd. He diſtinguiſhes 

the ſeveral Orders in the Church, and points out the: 
proper Qualifications for each of them; and when he 
adviſes to lay Hands ſuddenly on no Man, he evidently 2 Tm. . 
implies that Examination and Impoſition of Hands were 
neceſſary before any Entrance into the ſacred Office. 

They were to be arm'd both with Ability and Authority, 
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in Order to reprove, rebuke and exhort, and ſuch as were 
deficient in either of theſe, undertook an Office for 
which they were not qualify'd, or to which they were 
not commiſſion d. Moſt certain it is, that in the pri- 
mitive and purer Times, the beſt Talents, and higheſt 
Perfections were not thought ſufficient to authorize A- 
ny, without ſpecial and due Appointment, to preſide in 
the Church of Chriſt; and the Deviation from this 
Rule, or at leaſt the Contempt of it, may be juſtly ac- 
counted one of the Corruptions of the laſt Time. 

Pardon me, if I at firſt Hearing ſeem guilty either 
of Preſumption or Selfiſhneſs, in exalting or vindica- 
ting our own Function; but it ſhould be obſerv'd, that 
tho' we after the Example of the Apoſtle, Magnify our 
Office, we doit for the Sake of others, as well as our 
ſelves. The Happineſs of Mankind is as much inte- 
reſted in allowing the Powers and Benefits of our Mi- 
niſtrations, as perhaps we our ſelves. Chriſtianity will 
ſoon beat a low Ebb, when the Hierarchy of it is held 
in utter Contempt. Few will be found to profit by 
Inſtructions, for which they have no Eſteem ; nor will 
they readily attend to the good Word, whilſt they de- 
ſpiſe the Perſon who delivers it. They who hate us for 


our very Works Sake, cannot be thought, nor perhaps 


do they deſire to be thought, to love that Saviour whom 
we ſerve and Preach. The State of the preſent Age 
ſhews how much the Fate of our Holy Religion, and 
of thoſe who preach it, is one and the ſame, and the 
Contempt of ſacred Perſons, eſpecially thoſe of the high- 
eſt Order, generally either begins or ends in an Indiffe- 
rence to, and a Neglect of facred Things. 

Having finiſh'd the three Heads of my Diſcourſe, 
and laid before you, the Subject and Importance of 
Chriſtian Knowledge, the Means and Inſtruments of 
its Conveyance, and the Character and Commiſſion of 


the 
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the Perſons entruſted with it, J would make two Infe- 
rences from what hath been ſaid, and ſo conclude. 
Firſt, If the Knowledge kept by the Lips of the 
Prieſt be of ſo great Benefit and Importance, this ſhould 
engage Men to ſet a juſt Value upon it. 
The Excellency of Chriſtian Knowledge deſerves, and 
will reward our moſt conſtant Attention to, and war- 
meſt Zeal for it. As we would not ſuffer the Eviden- 
ces of an Eſtate in Reverſion to be either deſtroy'd or 
defac'd, ſo neither ſhould we tamely behold any like 
Attempts againſt the Charter and Evidence of our great 
Salvation. The leaſt Mark of Thankfulneſs we can 
pay for the Bleflings of Chriſtian Knowledge, tho' the 
greateſt are due, is to appear in its Defence in Seaſon 
and out of Seaſon, A true Believer is not capable of 
treating our holy Faith with Contempt, but human 
Fear, or a miſtaken Complaiſance, may lead him to 
bear with others that do ſo. But ſuch Tameneſs is in 
ſome Degree Criminal, as it tends to confirm the Ob- 


ſtinacy of Scoffers, and to diſcredit that Veracity in 


which the Goſpel may juſtly boaſt. In common Life 
it is deſervedly accounted a Miſpriſion, to be privy to 
the Defamations of a temporal Sovereign, and ought it 
not to be accounted as much ſo in Religion, to bear any 
Scofts and Blaſphemies againſt their Lord and Saviour ? 
It 1s a ſevere Rule of the Goſpel, but a Rule neverthe- 


17 


leſs, by which Believers muſt expect to be try'd, He Math. xii. 


that is not with me is againſt me, and he that gathereth 30 


not with me, ſcatteretb. Thoſe who induſtriouſly miſ- 
pend their Talents upon the Defamation or Corruption 
of Chriſtian Knowledge, ſhould either be ſtoutly op- 
pos'd, or prudently ſhun'd; a Chriſtian cannot conſi- 
ſtently with his Profeſſion and Obligations enter into 
cloſe Friendſhip with ſuch as are avow'd Enemies to 
him who dy'd for our Sakes. And it is worthy of Ob- 
ſervation, that it was advis'd by the beloved Diſciple 
St. John, in an Age of the higheſt Charity, IF there 

come any unto you, and bring not this Doctrine, receive 


him 
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him into your Houſe, neither bid him God ſpeed. For 
he = baddeth him God ſpeed, is Partaker of his evil. 
Deeds. 

Secondly, Have the Clergy ſo great a Share in keeping 
and publiſhing ſo important Knowledge, they ſhould 
be efteem'd very highly in Love for their Works Sake. 

Whilſt they faithfully and uſefully labour in the 
Word and Doctrine, according to St. Paul's Direction, 
they are tobe accounted worthy of double Honour, They 
are ſurely entitled to Reſpect for their Office, and Re- 
ward for their Labours, tho' it is the Fate of very few of 
them to reap carnal Things, in the ſame Proportion as 
they ſow Spiritual. The Advice given by Moſes is ap- 
parently ſeaſonable at this Time, Take heed to thy jelf, 
that thou forſake not the Levite as long as thou liveſt 
upon the Earth. And give the Portion of the Prieſts, 
that they may be encourag'd in the Law of the Lord. 
The notorious Breach of this poſitive, but withal rea- 
ſonable Precept, hach diſcourag'd the Labours, and diſ- 
treſs'd the Virtue of many wile and good Men, now 
with God; and it is the juſteſt Calumny that our Ad- 
verſaries can throw upon our Conſtitution, and which 
the beſt Friends of it cannot eaſily wipe off. 

For the Sons and Daughters of theſe, I am now to 
requeſt your annual Bounty; and to -beſeech you to 
ſhew upon this Occaſion tender Hearts and open Hands; 


either in Regard to their own Caſe, which is in ſome 


of them moſt moving, or for the ſake of thoſe in whoſe _ 
Places they ſtand. They are the Repreſentatives of 
many, who without double Honour, with contented 
Poverty, and unrewarded Merit, have /abour'd in the 
Mord and Dofrine. Their Fathers have been gene- 
rally faithful and uſeful in their Generation, and ſome 
of them perhaps Encouragers Inſtruments and Examples 
of ſuch Liberality, as is the Work of this Day, They 
have employ'd their Time, and. waſted their Sub- 
ſtance in Zeal for their Maſter's Service, and Chari- 
ty for their ſtill poor Brethren ; It hath been their De- 


fire 


fire and Endeavour rather to be rich totbards God, than 


the Riches of this World, and in this Caſe, the more 


they want our Aſſiſtance, the more they deſerve it. 


Their Diſtreſs is no Impeachment either of their Pru- 
dence or their Virtue, but unhappily confirms the ſtill 


remaining Reproach of our Adverſaries, for the incom- 
petent Proviſion of thoſe who ſerve at the Altar.” It is 
certain, that many in Holy Orders, are utterly unable 
to provide for their Families, who with the fame Abi- 
lities, Application and Virtue, in any other Profeſſion, 


might have made their Fortunes, and been able to diſ- 
penſe that Bounty to others, which they are now forc'd 


to aſk for themſelves. 
Some Groſs Abuſes at the Reformation had till very 
lately reduc'd many of the Parochial Clergy to a Sub- 


fiſtance ſcarce equal to that of the loweſt Mechanicks; 
and render d their Condition like to that of the Fribe of 
Tei, which had no Lot nor Inheritance among their 
Brethren, The Lands and Tythes being apply'd to o- 


ther Uſes than thoſe for which they were originally 
granted, the poor Vicars and Curates were left to ſub- 


ſiſt either upon caſual Benevolence, or upon very ſmall 


Penſions from Impropriators, who were the leſs wil- 


ling to pay them ſomething, becauſe more might be 
thought their Due. But, bleſſed be God, a new and 
very different. Spirit hath appear'd of late Years in Fa- 


vour of Religion and its Miniſters, Our late Gracious 


Qucen Anne for the Honour of the Reformation, was 


pleas'd moſt piouſly and generouſly to endow her poorer: 
Clergy with a conſiderable Branch of her own private 


Revenue; giving them by Act of Parliament the Per- 
petuity of the firſt Fruits and Tenths. We may ven- 


tare to ſay, that this was the. greateſt Preſent that was 
ever made by any Prince to the Church, and ought 

ſting as her Charity or het Praiſes, | | 
The Effects of this Royal Bounty are already very vi- 
ſible in every County of the Kingdom, and will grow 
| | wks da ibu 


therefore to be remember'd with a Thankfulneſs as la- 
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daily more ſo. But ſtill this Proviſion cannot be fo ex- 
tenſive, as to enable a poor Vicar to provide for a nu- 
merous Family. - This Part of Relief therefore is un- 


dertaken by the Corporation for Clergymens Sons, 
_ which: from its Inſtitution to this Time, ſeems to have 


had the Bleſſing of God upon it. This, within the 
Compats of a very few Years, hath, grown to an unex- 
ampled; and I hope.anenyy'd Height, and by the Help 
of bountiful and faithful Hands, hath already needed a 
Relaxatiotiiof the Statute of Mortmain; which our'late 
Gracious Sovereign King George was pleas'd to grant, 


and for which he is to be recorded as a great and laſting 


BenefaQtor. _—- 5 22 Wy | 
By theſe two Corporations, the Clergy whilſt living, 
and their Relics after them find the Comfort of an addi- 


- tional Subſiſtance; but ſtill there was wanting ſome 
Help for the Education and Binding out of their Or- 


phans. However this Want hath been hitherto ſup- 
ply'd in Part by the good Work of this Day; for which 
ſo great a Forwardneſs hath appear'd of late Years, that 
it would be diſtruſting your Goodneſs and abuſing your 
Patience to enlarge upon the Subject. Suffer me there- 
fore only briefly to intreat you to go on in the good 
Work, that you have ſo piouſly begun, and ſo happily 
and ſucceſsfully carry d on; remember only, that whilſt 
you are diſpenſing your Bounty at this Time, you are 
beſtowing it upon the crying Diſtreſſes of many Or- 
phans, the Benefit of the Publick, and the Honour of 
our excellent Church. May the great Diſpenſer of Po- 
verty and Riches beſtow upon you both the Sentiments 
and the Bleſſings of Charity, and give you the double 
Comfort of ſeeing your Liberality well plac'd in this 
World, and feeling it rewarded in a better; and may 
you after caſting your Bread fo piouſly and plentifully 
upon the Waters, find it, as you certainly will, after 


many Days. 7 DE&35 wn 


—— 


5 2 


